
289Chapter 9  •  An Introduction to the Courts

´´ State Courts

Under the U.S. Constitution, each state has the right to create its own crim-
inal justice (and judicial) systems. As a result, there is some variation in 
the court systems from state to state. The systems differ in the number of 
courts, the names of the courts, and the jurisdiction of those courts. Each 
state has its own unique court structure, but for the most part they parallel 
the federal court structure. Most states created a three-tiered system that 
includes courts of limited jurisdiction, courts of general jurisdiction, and 
appellate courts. But states refer to these courts differently. For example, 
the major trial courts in California are called superior courts, but in Texas 
they are referred to as district courts.
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United States Courts

Which of the following are federal courts?

(a) The U.S. Supreme Court, (b) U.S. courts of appeals, (c) U.S. district 
courts, (d) The U.S. Court of Federal Claims, (e) All of the above
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The answer can be found on page 521.


